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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

2023-present  Deputy Director General and Deputy Chief, Sectors Group
· Leading ADB-wide strategies, knowledge-based innovation, collaboration, and sovereign operations across all sectors: namely agriculture, food, nature, and rural development; energy; finance; human and social development, which covers education, health, and social protection; public sector management and governance; transport; and water and urban development.
2021-2023 Chief Sector Officer, Sustainable Development and Climate Change Dept
· Led ADB-wide strategies, knowledge, partnerships, and innovations in the agriculture, education, energy, finance, health, transport, urban, and water sectors.  
· Led ADB-wide re-organization exercise of sectors within ADB
· Oversaw management of 20 trust funds.
2010-2021
Director, South Asia Human and Social Division, South Asia (concurrently served as Chair, Education Sector Group)
-
Led the establishment of the South Asia Human and Social Division.
-
Demonstrated strong management and leadership skills to build a high-performance team (received the Best Director awards three times consecutively from ADB Staff Association; and VP’s Special Recognitions almost every year) 
-
Led the development of ADB’s education and health sector strategy and operational priorities
-
Led scaling-up of the annual assistance level in South Asia to $1 billion from $30 m (more than 30 times over the last 10 years) through high-level policy dialogue with developing countries and significantly contributed to the recent expansion of ADB’s human development assistance to $2.5 billion per year from $1 billion 
-
Oversaw the portfolio of $5.0 billion and received Best Project Administration Awards over the last four years consecutively.

-
Led COVID-19 response in health, education, and social protection.
-
Introduced a broad range of innovations including (i) adoption of ADB’s first Results-based Lending (RBL); (ii) ADB’s first Disbursement Linked Indicator (DLI) approach; (iii) ADB’s first projects (urban health program, skills development and school education in India; health projects in Sri Lanka and Bhutan, earth quake disaster management project in Nepal) ; (iv) digital learning and health; (v) new PPP modality in health and education; (vi) re-positioned education and skills development as cross cutting sector and developed various programs to support global emerging issues including food crisis, clean energy, urban, climate change, etc and (vii) leading the establishment of the Global High-tech Agricultural University Network.
-
Developed collaborative programs with a broad range of institutions including WHO, UNICEF, Gavi, Clinton Foundation, India Institute of Management, Stanford University, Peking University, Johns Hopkins University, and Brookings Institute.
2009–2010: Director, Pacific Operations Division, Pacific Department

-
Responsible for education, health, energy, transport, climate change, economic management, regional cooperation, and north Pacific countries and the country strategy and program of Timor-Leste.
-
Significantly broadened its operations (responsible for delivering 80% of the total volume of both lending and non-lending assistance, including the processing of 5 counter-cyclical and emergency policy loans and several innovative projects (e.g. ADB’s first submarine cable project linking Tonga and Fiji and the water sector policy lending in Palau).
-
Led the normalization of the relationship with Timor-Leste and 3 North Pacific and the conversion of Timor-Leste to an ADF/OCR blend country.
-
Led the preparation of QUAD meetings and initiation of the annual US-ADB High-Level Round Table Meeting.

2007–2009: Senior Advisor to the Managing Director General (MDG), Office of the President

-
Supported MDG in the preparation of Strategy 2020, ADF X, GCI, Development Effectiveness Report, Corporate Results Framework, ADB's response to the Financial and Food Crises, 2008 Quality-at-Entry exercise, TA reform, etc.

-
Assisted MDG by coordinating the development of the Executive and Operational Dashboards as a functional lead. 

-
Preparing Management responses on 50 IED reports, with close consultations with focal departments and IED. 

-
Facilitating the Asian Infrastructure Financing Initiatives and significant contributions reaching the $3.0 billion cofinancing agreement with Korea.

2005–2007: Deputy Country Director/Country Team Leader, Bangladesh Resident Mission

-
Led country programming/economic work and dialogue with senior government officials and development partners 

-
Intensively involved in agriculture, rural infra, power sector and governance reform programs.

-
Instrumental in turning the concepts of Padma Bridge and Dhaka-Chittagong expressway into projects through close Government and donor consultation. 

2003–2005: Deputy Country Director/Senior Economist, Nepal Resident Mission

-
Led the preparation and implementation of ADB’s first results-based Country Strategy and Program which adopted a conflict-sensitive approach. 

-
Actively contributed to a whole range of project processing and implementation issues  (mostly in agriculture, irrigation, rural infra, energy, transport, water, education, governance, and regional cooperation) in a highly challenging context and conceptualized a results-based CPRM

-
Published more than 5 economic research papers including the Impact of Conflict to Nepal's Economy and Nepal’s public debt sustainability. Led the preparation of more than 20 ETSWs.

2001–2003: Economist, Programs West 1, Program West Department 

-
Undertook overall responsibility for coordinating operational matters related to Nepal as Country team leader and Principal desk officer.

-
Support the resumption of Afghanistan operations as a core team member and economist. 
 

-
Led the preparation of the Country Partnership Strategy, Country Economic Review and Poverty Analysis, and ADB’s support for the Government’s preparation of the 10th Plan.
2010-2012     THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES



KOREA UNIVERSITY, SEOUL, KOREA


Professor of Economics (tenured)

-
Taught Advanced Int’l Economics, Development Economics, Comparative Regional Economics, etc.

-
Undertook research on various development issues
2000-2001
Korea National Pension 


Head, Strategic Asset Allocation and Performance Evaluation 
-
Led Strategic Asset Allocation and Performance Evaluation Team

-
Developed Strategy, Policy, and Evaluation Criteria for Asset Management of the Nation Pension Fund and prepared Annual and Semi-Annual Fund Performance Evaluation Reports 
-
Led Reorganization Exercise for Asset Management Functions of the Nation Pension Corporation

1999-2000
Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan

Japan-Korea Cultural Exchange Fellow, Visiting Scholar

-
Conducted Research on Korean Economic Development Model, Korean Financial Crisis and Japanese Economic Recession

1996-1998 
The Graduate School of International Studies



Korea University, Seoul, Korea


Assistant Professor of Economics 
-
Taught Macroeconomics, Int’l Economics, Development Economics, Int’l Economics, Econometrics, Comparative Regional Economics, Korean and Japanese Economics, etc.
-
Contributed to foreign exchange program as Department chairperson of Korean Studies, Director of Korea Foundation cultural exchange program, Director of Samsung Graduate Study Scholarship Program for foreign students
-
Undertook 5 Research Projects including “Change in World Investment Environment and POSCO’s Strategies for FDI”.
1993-1996
The International Christian University, Tokyo, Japan


Assistant Professor of Economics (tenured)
-
Taught Modern Economic Theories

-
Conducted Research on Dynamic Macroeconomics and Econometrics

1988-1993
The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Illinois, USA


Lecturer/Research Assistant
-
Taught Economic Statistics I & II

-
Modeling Airline, Beverage industries in US and Forward-looking Rational Expectation Models

1987–1988
Professional Junior Economist, The Illinois Geological Survey, IL, USA

-
Constructed an Investment Decision model of Illinois Coal Industry

-
Reported about US coal industry on a weekly basis 

1982 –1983:    Economist, Samsung Life Insurance, Korea
-
Worked on strategic planning and budgeting for operations
-
Undertook a comparative study on life insurance regulations
1979-1982
Army Service
Publications 
More than 10 books (including policy reports) and 50 articles in education, economics and development.
INTERNATIONAL Correspondents’ board, Prospects, UNESCO, Springer, 2016-present.

International Advisory BOARD, The Journal of Asia Pacific Economy, ROUTLEDGE, UK, 1998-present.
Books/Reports (Selected, Recent years only)
Crossing the River by Touching the Stones: Alternative Approaches in Technical and Vocational Education and Training in the People’s Republic of China and the Republic of Korea, ADB, p 98, Jan 2022, Co-authored.
Powering Learning Societies in an Age of Disruption, Springer. P322, 2021, Co-editor. 
Tuberculosis Control Measures in Urban India: Strengthening Delivery of Comprehensive Primary Health Services. ADB. p 114, 2021, Co-authored.
The Future of Education: Culture Engineering, Dong Asia Book Publisher. p 255. Jan 2020, Co-authored. In Korean.

Developing National Student Assessment Systems for Quality Education: Lessons from the Republic of Korea. ADB. p 38. Dec 2019, Co-authored.

Closing the Financing Gap in Asian Infrastructure, ADB, p 29. Jun 2018, Co-authored.

Challenges and opportunities for skills development in Asia: changing supply, demand, and mismatches, ADB, p 45. Nov 2015, Co-authored. 

Articles/Book Chapters (Selected, recent 4 years)

Crossing the Rivers by Touching the Stones: Alternative Approaches in Technical and Vocational Education and Training From the People’s Republic of China and the Republic of Korea. ECNU Review of Education. June 2023. Co-authored. 
Supporting Inclusive Online Higher Education in Developing Countries: Lessons Learnt from Sri Lanka’s University Closure, Education Sciences 12(7):494 July 2022. Co-authored.

Inclusive and Quality Online Learning for Sri Lankan Higher Education Institutions Beyond Disruption, Innovation, and Education 4. June 2022, Co-authored.
Health-care investments for the urban populations, Bangladesh and India, Bulletin of the World Health Organisation, Vol. 98(1), p19-29. Jan 2020. Co-authored. 

Information and Communication Technologies for Access to Quality Education in the Global South: A Case Study of Sri Lanka, Education and Information Technologies, Dec 2019. Co-authored.

Leveraging Information and Communication Technologies to enhance education equity, quality, and efficiency: Case studies of Bangladesh and Nepal, Education Media International, Dec 2019, Co-authored.

Emerging Labor Markets of the Future – Re-imagining Skills Development and Training, International Journal of Training Research, Volume 17, 2019 (Special Issue). Served as a joint editor. 
The rise of technology and impact on skills, In: S. Ra, S. Jagannathan, Maclean, R. (eds) International Journal of Training Research, Volume 17, Sep 2019, Co-authored.

Creating high-tech ‘agropreneurs’ through education and skills development, In: S. Ra, S. Jagannathan, Maclean, R. (eds) International Journal of Training Research, Volume 17, Sep 2019, Co-authored. 

Dominant recent trends impacting on jobs and labor markets - An Overview. In: S. Ra, S. Jagannathan, Maclean, R. (eds) International Journal of Training Research, Volume 17, Sep 2019. Co-authored.

Transforming health care through Bhutan's digital health strategy: progress to date, WHO

South-East Asia Journal of Public Health, 8(2):77-82, Sep 2019. Co-authored. 

The Role of ADB in Addressing the Health Needs in the Asia Pacific, Global Social Security Review, Vol 10, p 34-46, Fall, 2019. Co-authored. In Korean.

Higher Education Systems and Institutions, Nepal, In: Teixeira P., Shin J. (eds) Encyclopedia of International Higher Education Systems and Institutions, Springer, 2018, Co-authored. 

Higher Education Systems and Institutions, Sri Lanka. In: Teixeira P., Shin J. (eds) Encyclopedia of International Higher Education Systems and Institutions. Springer, 2018, Co-authored.

Higher Education Systems and Institutions, Bhutan, In: Teixeira P., Shin J. (eds) Encyclopedia of International Higher Education Systems and Institutions, Springer, 2018, Co-authored.

Closing the Financing Gap in Asian Infrastructure, Chuokeizai, p 16-33, Aug 2018. Co-authored. In Japanese.

A holistic approach towards Information and Communication Technology (ICT) for addressing education challenges in Asia and the Pacific, Educational Media International, Vol. 53, p 69-84, 2016, Co-authored.

Blogs (selected)

Developing Countries Should Find Their Own Path for Skills Development and Training, May 2022, Co-authored.

https://blogs.adb.org/blog/developing-countries-should-find-their-own-path-skills-development-and-training
Why school closure is a last resort, May 2021, Co-authored

https://blogs.adb.org/blog/why-school-closure-is-last-resort
Getting Higher Education Governance Right in South Asia, March 2021, Co-authored. https://blogs.adb.org/blog/getting-higher-education-governance-right-south-asia

An innovative girls’ scholarship program in Bangladesh provides school re-opening lessons, Feb 2021, Co-authored. https://blogs.adb.org/blog/innovative-girls-scholarship-program-bangladesh-provides-school-re-opening-lessons

In India, simultaneously fighting tuberculosis and COVID-19 could save millions of lives, October 2020.  https://blogs.adb.org/blog/in-india-simultaneously-fighting-tuberculosis-and-covid-19-could-save-lives
Lessons learned from the massive shift to online learning due to COVID-19, April 2020, Co-authored. https://blogs.adb.org/lessons-learned-from-the-massive-shift-to-online-learning-due-to-COVID-19

3 Lessons to Enhance National Assessment, March 2020, Co-authored. https://blogs.adb.org/blog/three-ways-enhance-student-assessments

Staying Healthy and Happy in Bhutan, Nov 2019, Co-authored.  https://blogs.adb.org/blog/staying-healthy-and-happy-bhutan.

How to bridge the financing gap in Asian infrastructure, Nov 2018. Co-authored. https://blogs.adb.org/blog/how-bridge-financing-gap-asian-infrastructure

6 ways to deploy ICT for quality education, Apr 2018, Co-authored. https://blogs.adb.org/blog/6-ways-deploy-ict-quality-education

How the gig economy can transform farms in the developing world, Apr 2018, Co-authored,

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/03/this-is-how-farm-drones-will-transform-the-way-your-food-is-grown/ 

5 ways to make textbooks relevant in digital world, 2018, co-authored,

https://blogs.adb.org/blog/5-ways-make-textbooks-relevant-digital-world

5 ways to use ICT to address education challenges, 2016, co-authored

https://blogs.adb.org/blog/5-ways-use-ict-address-education-challenges 

For workforce of the future, basics aren’t enough, 2016

http://www.brinknews.com/asia/for-workforce-of-the-future-basics-arent-enough/

Keynote speaker or presentations (selected, recent years only)

Learning Loss is Real:  An Analysis of COVID-19 Student Learning Loss, Keynote Speaker, International Conference on Educational Measurement and Evaluation, 24 August 2023, Manila, Philippines, 24 August 2023
Addressing the Challenges of Climate Change and Health, Opening Remarks, G20 Health Meeting, Goa, India, 20 April 2023
The Role of Hydrogen in Supporting Energy Transition in Asia Pacific Developing Countries, Keynote Speaker, Hawaii Bio-Economy Forum, Hawaii, USA,15 March 2023

Making Housing Affordable, Inclusive, and Resilient, Moderator of the Closing Session and Closing Remarks, Asia-Pacific Housing Conference 2022, 18 November 2022

Sustainable Transport by 2030, Summary and Closing Remarks, Asia-Pacific Transport Forum, ADB, Manila, Philippines, 7 April 2022.
Re-imagining Education in the New Normal Era, Guest Speaker, The Education University of Hong Kong, 4 March 2021.
Re-imagining Skills Development for 21st Century Learners, Keynote Speaker, International TVET Workshop, Korea University of Technology and Education, Seoul, Korea. 19 December 2020

Education 2021: Priorities for the Road Ahead, Panelist, Learning Possibilities, London. 2 December 2020
Preparing for the Post Covid-19 New Normal: A Global Perspective, Keynote Speaker, Korean Association of Deans of Agriculture, Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea. 30 June 2020

Education Disrupted, Education Reimagined, Panelist, Salzburg Global Seminar and WISE, Austria. 23 June 2020

Future of Skills Development in Asia: In Times of Disruptive Technologies, Keynote Speaker, ASEN+3 Forum. 2020, Korea University of Technology and Education, Seoul, Korea. 16 January 2020 

Establishing the Global High-tech Knowledge Intensive Agricultural Network (GHAN), Keynote Speaker, International Workshop on Agricultural Value Chain and the GHAN, ADB-MAFRA, Seoul, Korea. 28 November 2019.

The Future of Workforce in Asia, Presenter, Graduate School of Education, Peking University, China. 27 November 2019.

Bridging Divides in Education in the Asia- Pacific Region with ICT, Keynote speaker, Global Education Summit 2019, Peking, China, 26 November 2019.

Asia’s Infrastructure Investment Paradox, Presenter, Kindai University, Osaka, Japan, 25 September 2019

Inclusive TVET in Times of Rapid Change and Disruptive Technologies, Lead Speaker, United Kingdom forum for International Education and Training (UKFIET), Oxford University, United Kingdom, 17 September 2019.

Bridging Divides in Education in the Asia-Pacific Region with ICT, Keynote speaker, the 15th APEC Future Education Forum, Seoul, Korea. September 26, 2019

Education for High -Tech Knowledge Intensive Agriculture, Presenter, the 3rd Global ODA Forum for Sustainable Agri Development, Korea Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development (MAFRA), Seoul, 13-14 May 2019 






University-Industry Collaboration: Asian Development Context, Keynote speaker,

International Round table of the AlmaLaurea Conference, Sapienza University Rome, 6 June 2019

Trilateral Meeting on International Finance Facility for Education (IFFEd), Head of ADB’s delegation, the Education Commission and Sweden Government, Stockholm, Sweden. 12-13 Feb 2019.

Future of Skills in ASEAN+3: Regional Cooperation, Keynote speaker, the 4th ASEAN+3 Human Resource Development Forum, Korea, 14 November 2018

Chair, Panel on Bridging the gap-raising education standards in developing countries, Education Policy Summit Asia, Policy for the future: preparing for the 4th industrial revolution and beyond, Singapore, 8 October 2018

ADB’s Education Strategy: Learning for All, Presenter, International Finance Facility for Education (IFFEd), Trilateral Meeting, UK’s DFID and the Education Commission, London, 22 October 2018

Trend and Innovative Strategies in TVET Systems, Keynote speaker. Innovation in TVET for Socioeconomic Development Conference, Nepal, 5 Oct 2018

The Future of Jobs and Skills in Asia, Kinki University, Osaka, 21 November 2018

Workforce Development for Future Work Arrangement, Keynote speaker. HR Summit, Philippines, 9 August 2018

Education and Asian Development Bank: Economy, Education and Social Development in Asia, Presenter, Seoul National University, 29 May 2018

The Future of Workforce in Asia, Speaker, Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center, Stanford University, 21 May 2018

The Future of Jobs and Skills, Panelist, the 51st ADB Annual Meeting, Manila, Philippines, 3 May 2018

The Future of Workforce: What’s Up and What’s Next on Skills Development, Keynote speaker.

ASEAN Confederation of Employers Conference, Philippines, 20 April 2018 

ICT: Solution to Education Challenges, Keynote speaker. South Asia Regional Symposium on ICT for Education, UNESCO-ADB, Sri Lanka, 27 Feb, 2018

Opportunities and Challenges for Human Capital Development: ASEAN Perspective, Keynote speaker. Mabini Dialogue, Dept of Foreign Affairs, Philippines, 21 Feb, 2018



